Burial Service in E Minor William Boyce (1711-79)

Edited by Douglas Brooks-Davie.

To be sung before the corpse at the entrance of the churchyard going towards the grave
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NOTE: copy text, William Boyce, Anthems, vol 3 (Novello and Ewer, London, n.d, [c.1855]). Novello's
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own copy text was John Page (ed), Harmonia Sacra: A Collection of Anthems in Score. Selected for Cathedral and
Parochial Churches... (London: Printed for the Editor, n.d. [1800]). The present editor has modified Novello's
realisation of the figured bass. His comment on the Service is worth repeating: 'Of this extremely rare Service, the
only known Copy is the one preserved in Page's "Harmonia Sacra", published after the death of Dr Boyce. From its
dignified simplicity and pathetic solemnity of style, it deserves to be much more generally known, and more
frequently brought forward'.
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