
 
 

 

 

Mathieu Gascongne – Missa Pourquoy non 
 

 

This mass by Gascongne, based on the chanson with the same name by Pierre de la Rue (also 

available at cpdl.org) was transcribed from the only online available source: 

https://www.bhic.nl/integrated?mivast=235&mizig=210&miadt=235&miaet=1&micode=1232&mi

nr=1235954&miview=inv2   Number 157, starting at page 136. In this source it is named “Ut Fa”, 

because of the opening interval. 

This choirbook was made by Philippus de Spina in 1540-1542, for the Illustre lieve vrouwe 

broederschap in 's-Hertogenbosch. 

 

 

https://www.bhic.nl/integrated?mivast=235&mizig=210&miadt=235&miaet=1&micode=1232&minr=1235954&miview=inv2
https://www.bhic.nl/integrated?mivast=235&mizig=210&miadt=235&miaet=1&micode=1232&minr=1235954&miview=inv2


Some notes on text placement 

In this entire manuscript with seven masses, the standard procedure for the Kyries is this: write 

‘Kyrie’ at the beginning, repeat several times, and ‘Eleyson’ only at the end. This also goes for this 

mass, with one exception: in the tenor part of the second Kyrie, a little past halfway, it says 

‘Kyrieleyson’. This spelling is used several times at the end, also in other voices and in The Christe. 

This meant two things: 1. I made my own decisions about text placement, with ‘Eleyson’ not only 

at the end; 2. I also used ‘Kyrieleyson’ and Christeleyson as one word, when it better suited the 

rhythm: 

 
 

When a note at the end of a line in the manuscript is repeated at the beginning of the next line, this  

nearly always means that these notes should be unified in the transcription, which becomes clear 

when you compare parts with the same material: 

 

Contratenor “secundum scripturas”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      Bass “secundum scripturas”. 

 

 

In the Gloria and Credo the text placement looks pretty precise, but isn’t always consistent: 

sometimes the scribe took the trouble to place the final syllable under the final note of a melisma, 

sometimes he didn’t. 

As much as I could, I used the following principles in all movements: 

• the final syllable comes at the end of the melisma; 

• the penultimate syllable comes right before it, when it is unstressed. 

• although this music is still pretty abstract, and rhythms in Kyrie, Sanctus and Agnus are 

usually not clearly dictated by the words, I did try to unify music and text as much as I 

reasonably could. So, for instance: a motif that is repeated should possibly/probably get the 

same text as it did the first time, whether in the same voice or in another. This doesn’t 

always have to be the case: in the Gloria and Credo a repeated musical line may get the next 

bit of text. Usually this concerns somewhat longer lines. 

 

Below is an example from the second Agnus Dei, where I gave a slightly ‘nagging’ motif a 

repetition of the word ‘miserere’, because I thought it unified music and text better than the way it 

was written in the manuscript: 

 



In the manuscript it looked like this: 

 
and this: 

 
 

Another example, from the Sanctus, about which I am less certain: 

 
In this duet between tenor and bass the repetition of the word ‘Sanctus’ does accentuate the 

sequential interplay, which I like, but it may become a bit too hectic. In repeating the ‘Sanctus’ the 

s’s should be assimilated, otherwise it will definitely sound too hectic. There are more instances 

where you could use text repetition to accentuate a sequence, but it remains a matter of taste. 

 

Text in parentheses means the space was blank in the source; text in italics means I made my own 

choices, as in both examples above. 

 

The beginning of the Sanctus is a bit puzzling in all voices: where should the ‘ctus’ go?  

On the second or the third note? The 

singers will have known… In the end 

I decided that a syllabic treatment at 

the beginning sounded a bit more 

natural than a prolonged ‘San-‘.  

 

 

There are no sharps and only one b-flat in the source; all accidentals above the notes are mine. 

 

 

Bert Schreuder 
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