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John H. Hewitt (1801-1890) was born in New York City. He received early musical training from
his father who was a composer and the director of the Park Theatre orchestra. He was appointed to
West Point and studied music at the Academy. After graduating, he joined his father’s orchestra
then with a troupe that toured the South, settling in Augusta, Georgia. He taught music in Georgia
and South Carolina. He also wrote poetry and established a newspaper in Greenville, South
Carolina. Upon his father’s death, he returned to Boston and worked for the Massachusetts
Journal. Since his sentiments leaned toward the South, he moved and settled in Baltimore,
Maryland. He established himself as a writer, publisher, and composer. At the outbreak of the
Civil War, he went south to Richmond, Virginia, and Savannah, Georgia, where he taught music,
wrote literary works and edited papers. After the war, he taught music at various places including
Stauton, Virginia; Augusta, Georgia; and at Western Female College in Hampden, Virginia. Late
in life, he returned to Baltimore and taught music and wrote literary works. He wrote dramas,
melo-dramas, comedies, farces, satires, many poems and stories. He composed an oratorio, six
operas and operettas, some part-songs, and many popular ballads. He used pseudonyms Eugene
Raymon (topical songs), Colonel Marcus Kennedy (ballads), and Jenks (comical poems).



FLORA

Cheerily thy bugle sounds,

When home returning o’er the lake;
Merrily my bosom bounds,

As each clear swell bids echo wake.

FORESTER

Joyously I wind the note,

To tell thee that thy hunter’s near;
Merrily I speed my boat

Towards the place by thee made dear.

FORESTER AND CHORUS

Flora, for thee, thee only,

These mountain wilds are sweet to me;
Each crag and valley lonely,

Is blest because ’tis loved by thee.

CHORUS
Sound the merry, merry mountain horn,
At evening’s close, at morning’s early dawn.

FLORA

Fearlessly thy footsteps roam,

When snow hangs on the dizzy steep;
Driving from its rocky home

The echo of the hollow deep.

FORESTER

Merrily the wild stag bounds,
Until he feels the hunter’s spear;
Cheerily the glen resounds

With chorus and the hunter’s cheer.

FORESTER AND CHORUS

Flora, for thee, thee only,

These mountain wilds are sweet to me;
Each crag and valley lonely,

Is blest because ’tis loved by thee.

CHORUS
Sound the merry, merry mountain horn,
At evening’s close, at morning’s early dawn.
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TERMS OF USE
These editions are available as a service to the choral community, offering inexpensive access to public domain literature. Choir resources can purchase other
literature still under copyright, especially to support those creating and publishing new compositions and arrangements. These editions have been created
using public domain sources under U. S. copyright law. Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:

please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.

please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If performed, sending a copy of the concert program would be a valuable affirmation. If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate
professional courtesies and a copy of the recording would be greatly appreciated!
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