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4 You gentle nymphs

You gentle nymphs that on these meadows play,
     And oft relate the loves of shepherds young,
Come, sit you down, for, if you please to stay,
     Now may you hear an uncouth passion sung:
A youth there is, and I am that poor groom,
That’s fall’n in love and can not tell with whom.

From Francis Pilkington’s Second Set of Madrigals (1624)

uncouth = strange, unwonted
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