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Lovely Spring o’er earth is dawning,
Winter’s icy fetters scorning,
Gushing streams and budding flowers,
Nature calls to seek her bowers.

Let the joyous heart then sing

Of the hopeful, happy Spring.

Whispering leaves and rippling fountains,
Valleys green and soaring mountains,
"Neath the vernal transport waking
Into songs of joy are breaking.
Shout for joy then beauteous earth,
Sing with man the glad new birth.
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(1860-1885)

Samuel Reay (1828-1905) was born Hexham, England. He was a chorister at Durham
Cathedral and was educated at Oxford. Reay held many organist positions, but was
known primarily as organist of the Church of St. Mary Magdalene, Newark-on-Trent
from 1864-1901 and Schoolmaster of Newark Parish Church. He was also conductor of
the Newark Philharmonic Society. He is noted for having performed the first organ
arrangement of Mendelssohn’s “Wedding March” which he arranged. His compositions
include Morning and Evening Services as well as Anthems and Part-Songs.
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