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George de La Hèle (1547–1586) 

Plantin, Octo missae quinque, sex et septem vocum [Antwerp, 1578]
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†   Bassus, m.200.2–201.1: the lower note is printed in a smaller notehead size in the original, suggestive of optional status.
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IV. Sanctus & Benedictus
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†   Altus, m.8.1: a minor third higher in the source.
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Born in Antwerp in 1547, George de La Hèle trained as a chorister at Antwerp cathedral before moving to Madrid in 1560 to sing in the royal

chapel of Philip II, under the musical direction of Pierre de Manchicourt. Returning to the Low Countries in the 1570s for university study and

subsequent appointments as maestro di capilla at Sint-Romboutskathedraal in Mechelen and Notre-Dame Cathedral in Tournai, La Hèle was

appointed in 1580 to succeed Geert van Turnhout as maestro di capilla at the royal chapel in Madrid. He remained in that post until his death in

August 1586, whereupon he was succeeded by Philippe Rogier (the last in a line of Franco-Flemish incumbents stretching back to Marbrianus de

Orto in 1512). Manuscripts containing much of La Hèle's compositional output were destroyed in a !re at the Palacio Real on Christmas Eve 1734,

which might partly explaining his apparent obscurity in comparison to the more famous bearers of that important royal o"ce. Only eleven works

survive, all but two of which are contained in a book of parody masses (on motets by Josquin des Prez, Orlande de Lassus, Cipriano de Rore and

Thomas Crecquillon) published by Christophe Plantin in 1578.

This mass setting is based on Josquin's masterful six-voice setting of the Marian sequence Praeter rerum seriem for the !rst mass of Christmas in

the pre-Tridentine rite. Josquin's motet was a popular model, forming the basis of earlier mass settings by Rore, Matthaeus Le Maistre and

Ludwig Daser, a Magni!cat by Lassus, and a later motet by Sethus Calvisius.

Editorial Notes:

This edition is set a minor third higher than the original. Editorial and precautionary accidentals are indicated above the note. The seemingly

redundant G naturals that are explicitly notated in the original (as E naturals) with a #  sign were presumably intended to prohibit lowering of

the sixth degree of the Dorian scale, and are replicated here.

Original note values are retained: thus, consistent with 16th-century convention, the ( mensuration sign and its modern-equivalent ) time

signature signify a semibreve ‘beat’. The sections signed *2 replicate the mensuration scheme in the the opening section of Josquin's motet, but

the diminution of note values in the polyphony accompanying the cantus !rmus suggests the ‘beat’ should be on the semibreve, rather than on the

breve. As a general guide, sections signed ) should be slightly faster than those signed *2, and in the tripla sections (signed *3 or 3) the ‘beat’

shifts from the semibreve to the dotted breve as indicated at each instance. Bar lines — including the ‘tick’ markings that delineate the three

breves of each bar of the*2 sections — are added only to aid reading and direction: ‘strong’ and ‘weak’ beats implied by their position should never

take precedence over phrasing or word stress.

Ligatures and coloration in the source are acknowledged with overarching square brackets and open ‘corner’ brackets respectively. Word underlay

is as per the original. Re-iterated text implied by an ‘!’ marking or incomplete phrase in the original is indicated in italic; editorial re-iteration

appears in .❳brackets❲ Dashed ties are used where it is evident that a note value has been split across a page turn in the original, a consequence of

the ‘choirbook’ layout that necessitates alignment of page turns in every voice.

Engraved on 04 Sep 2021 using LilyPond 2.20.0 (http://lilypond.org/)


