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I declare wonders but worthy of faith.
Bernard, what is this, do you now live? I live.
Are you not then dead? By no means.
And who are you? I rest.
Are you silent or do you speak? Both.
Why are you silent? Because I sleep.
Why do you speak? Because I live.
What do you speak? Sacred mysteries.
To whom? To those who read my writings.
Not to everyone? No.
To whom then? To those who seek sweetness.
Do you have a name? Yes.
Which? Bernard, that is good nard.
Why nard? Because I am fragrant.
With what fragrance? A sweet one.
To whom do you smell and where?
To the reader of the sacred book.
What other name have you? Of Clairvaux (of the bright valley).
Do you remain here? I remaine but not now.
Where will you be now? On  the mountain peak.
Of what nature were you when you stayed in the valley? Humble.
Now, how humble? I am now as much grander above, as I was lesser below.
Has the valley nothing remaining of you? On the contrary. What? Bones.
For how long? Until the cadaver become heavenly.
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