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This is one of two anonymous Magnificats in the Lambeth Choirbook (1520’s). Besides masses by 
Fayrfax and Ludford and one piece each by Sturton and Walter Lambe the book contains seven 
anonymous pieces. 
 
Somehow I am intrigued by ‘little accidents’ concerning dissonance treatment and voice leading. By 
‘little accidents’ I mean that the dissonances don’t seem to be a goal in themselves: they briefly 
occur in passing and the only effect they may have on the listener is “what was that?” I’m aware 
that this isn’t Palestrinian counterpoint, but still in this consonant style each dissonant will have an 
effect. 
 
An example: 

 
Firstly, the two top voices move from f to e in a parallel octave. Then the alto quickly moves to an f, 
while the e in the soprano still sounds. Is this an accident in which the composer briefly lost 
overview over the counterpoint, or did he think it was acceptable, and better than a possible 
solution: shorten the e in the soprano and alter the e in the alto to a c… We’ll never know. 
 
There’s more fun to be had with the next fragment from “in saecula”, with a lovely alto-part: 

 
In the third bar there are four brief collisions: the a in the alto against the b♭ in the bass; the c in  
the soprano against the b♭ in the alto; the c in T1 against the d in T2; the g in the alto against the a in 
T1. The first and third are on the beat, the second is off-beat, but the upward leap in the alto-part 
makes it quite noticeable, and the fourth is also off-beat. 



The composer probably enjoyed the melodic liveliness in this section. All four dissonant notes are 
reached in stepwise motion, so in order to correct them he would have had to disturb the melodic 
flow, which he didn’t want to do, is my guess. 
 
The end of ‘potentiam’ in bars 97-98 was a bit puzzling: some note values had to be altered to make 
the counterpoint acceptable. The corrections have been noted in the score. 
 
Ligatures are indicated by brackets above the notes. Text underlay follows the source, so no 
repetition anywhere. Accidentals before the notes are present in the source. 
 
Facsimile’s can be found at https://imslp.org/wiki/Lambeth_Choirbook (Various) in part four page 
19, and part 5 pages 1 – 5. 
 
Bert Schreuder 

https://imslp.org/wiki/Lambeth_Choirbook%20(Various)

