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In editing this grand motet from facsimile, I have endeavoured to provide an edition that retains the idiosyncrasies

of the original (for example, the naming of individual soloists, Charpentier's directions as to the length of pauses) whilst
still providing a clear and practical score. Editorial additions are mostly marked with square brackets, with exceptions
as noted below.

Clefs have been modernised, and suitable names of parts offered (Charpentier writes none, implying voice type by clef).
Charpentier's original distribution of clefs for the choir in the tuttis was thus: G2,C3, C4, F3, F4. Charpentier uses the
second stave of the vocal parts to indicate two types of voice, alternating clef according to whether it is the 5 part fous
or 2 part dessus duet indicated. Charpentier clarifies the situation by marking Bersan and Brulard seul, followed by the
requisite fous.

Charpentier uses a total of 7 solo voices in various combinations, and as with tutti sections, does not mark the
voice type specifically: the precedent is set by the clef. The soloists, in order of appearance and with designated
ranges, are:

Bersan (G2) - dessus

Brulard (G2) - dessus

Mr. Anteaume - basse-taille

Mr. D'Angouleme (C3) - haute-contre
Mr. Molaret (C4) - taille

Mr. Royer (F3) - basse-taille

Mr. Terrie (C3) - haute-contre

All singers were in the employment of the Sainte-Chapelle in the late 1690's: Charles Bersan and Denis Bruslard were
boy trebles at the time.

For purposes of economy, the two haute-contre parts may be sung by the same singer: they never sing together
and their respective seul sections are a good number of bars apart. The two baritone parts can be economised likewise.

While Charpentier's figuring is comprehensive, and typically French in its complexity, [ have added a few figures of
my own where I thought they would be useful and not necessarily intuitive. These are marked in square brackets.

According to the modern practice, figures are placed under the bass line. Ficta and courtesy acceidentals are not bracketed:
their inclusion is intrinsically editorial and it seemed unnecessary to do so.

Lewis Jones.

September 2009
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