Mittit ad virginem Non quem vis dangelum,

Sed fortitidinem, Sium archangelum,
Amdtor hédminis.

Fértem expédiat Pro nébis nidntium,

Natire faciat Ut prejudicium
In partu virginis.

Natiram sdperet NAatus rex glérie:

Régnet et imperet, Et zyma scdérie
Tollat de médio.

Superbiéntium Térat fastigia,

Cdélla sublimium Calcans vi prépria,
Pétens in prélio.

Féras ejiciat Munddnum principem,

Matrémque faciat Sécum participem
Patris impérii.

Exi, qui mitteris Hec déna dicere:

Revéla véteris Veldmen littere,
Virtite nuntii.

Accéde, nuntia: Dic, dve, céminus;

Dic, pléna gratia; Dic, técum déminus;
Et dic, ne timeas.

Virgo suscipias Déi depdsitum,

In quo perficias Cdsta propdsitum,
Et vétum téneas.

Audit et sudscipit Puélla nintium;

Crédit et concipit, Et parit filium,
Sed admirabilem

Consilidarium Huméni géneris,

Et déum fértium, Et patrem pdsteris,
In pace stabilem.

Qui nos salvet

per dmnia seculérum sécula.

Amen.

—Peter Abelard (1079-1142)

120T
He sends to the virgin not just any angel,
but the strength, the archangel himself,
the lover of mankind.
May he declare for us the mighty message,
may he effect in nature the preordained
birth by a virgin.
May the born king of glory overcome nature:
May he reign and rule, and the weight of dross
may he remove from our midst.
May he frighten the highest of the proud,
treading upon the very necks of the exalted,
mighty in battle.
May he throw out the worldly prince,
and make his mother a partner with him
in his father's kingdom.
Go forth, you who send these gifts, to speak:
remove the veil from the ancient writings
by the strength of the news.

Come close, messenger, say "Hail" in person;

say "full of grace;' say "the Lord is with you;’
and say "fear not."

Virgin, may you take up what God has set down,

in which to accomplish your chaste intention
and keep your vow.

The maiden hears and accepts the message;

she believes and conceives and bears a son,
but a wondrous

Counselor of the human race,

and God of the strong, father of those to
come, and steadfast in peace.

Who heals us

through all ages of ages.

Amen.

Mittit ad virginmnem

He sends to the virgin

Josquin des Prez
French; c.1452-1521
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Source: New Josquin Fdition, vol 24, ed. Willem Elders et al., KVvNM, 2007. Notation
here is at the original pitch with time values halved. Translation, text underlay,
editorial accidentals, and alterations (see last page) by John Hetland and the

Renaissance Street Singers.
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The maiden hears and accepts the message;
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Alterations: To ease SATB performance, we exchanged alto and tenor parts in (bar.quarter)

38.1-43.4, 125.3-.4, 133.3-134.4, 147.1-162.2, 192.6-194.2, and 200.6-202.6.



