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Quell’ombra esser vorrei
Girolamo Casoni (c.1528-1592) Claudio Monteverdi (1567-1643)

Il secondo libro de madrigali à 5 (Raverii press, Venice, 1590; 1607 ed. used)
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2 Quell’ombra esser vorrei:  (score)
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4 Quell’ombra esser vorrei:  (score)

Quell’ombra esser vorrei

che’l dì vi segue leggiadretta e bella,

che s’or son servo, i’ sarei vostra ancella.

E quando parte il sole,

m’asconderei sotto quei bianchi panni:

lasso, ben ne gli affanni,

ombra ignuda d’uom vivo, Amor, mi fai,

ma non mi giungi alla mia donna mai.

I would love to be that shadow

that follows you by day, graceful and pretty,

for if I already am enslaved, I would then be your maid too.

And at sunset I would hide

under those white garments:

alas!, amidst much sorrow you turn me,

Love, into the mere shadow of a living man,

but never join me to my mistress.

-translation by Campelli (CPDL license)
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