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' MAGNIFICAT
Thomas Tomkins

y Soul doth magnifie the Lord,
And my Spirit hath rejoyced in God my Saviour.

For he hath regarded

the lonelinefs of his handmaiden,

for behold from henceforth all generations

shall call me bleffed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me,

and holy is his name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him,

throughout all generations.

He hath thewed {trrength with his arm.

He hath {cattered the proud

in the imaginations of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their feat,

and hath exalted the humble and meak.

He hath filled the hungry with good things,

and the rich he hath fent empty away.

He remembring his mercy

hath holpen his fervant Ifrael,

as he promifed to our fathers Abraham and his feed for ever.

Glory be to the Father,

and to the Son,

and to the Holy Ghotft.

As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever fhall be,

world without end,

Amen.
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NUNC DIMITTIS
Thomas Tomkins

J ord now letteft thou thy fervant
depart in peace, according to thy word.

For mine eyes have {een thy falvation
which thou haft prepared before the face of all people.

To be a light to lighten the gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people, Ifrael.

Glory be to the Father,

and to the Son,

and to the Holy Ghoft.

As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever thall be,

world without end,

Amen.



NOTES ON THIS EDITION

Source. Facsimiles of original partbooks of the 1668 collection Musica Deo Sacra, held
in the library of Christ Church, Oxford. Original notated pitch and note lengths are
retained. Editorial accidentals are included in brackets. Some rests, note values and
decani-cantoris allocations have been amended to make the score as a whole coherent.
Organ. The part as printed in 1668 is reproduced here with no further filling-in of
harmonies.

Bar-lines. The pattern in the partbooks is repeated here — bar-lines are not given for
the voice parts, but are for the organ; the source describes them as “partitions”
Longer notes. The lack of modern bar-lines means there is no need for tied notes at
the end of a “bar”. Where this results in the duration of a note extending beyond the
end of the printed “system”, a “custos” symbol is added in the right-hand margin
alongside the note as an extra reminder.

Accidentals. Accidentals are applied to every relevant note. No accidental next to a
particular note (or in the key signature) means that it is “natural”.

Text underlay. Spellings have been standardized, but not modernized - the original
spelling gives potentially the best indication of the Original Pronunciation. Melismas
are indicated in the original partbooks by a mixture of slurs between notes and
hyphens between syllables, but the practice is neither entirely consistent nor complete.
The original slurs are reproduced in this edition, along with an editorial view of the
placement of the text where this is not completely clear in the source.

Sicuttsset...

SicutEsset editions are transcriptions from early or original sources, presenting the music that
the composer wrote “then” in a style that a performer might expect to read it “now”.

Any changes in presentation are limited to things that do not affect how the music will sound,
only how it will look on the page. This means that modern-style bars and bar-lines are not
inserted where these are not present in the source material. Whilst they might assist
readability and rehearsals, they could also affect the sound by creating an assumption of a
particular pattern of stresses and emphases. These matters — like the dynamics and tempi
often added editorially to modern editions — are for the performer to decide, on the basis of
what the composer actually wrote.

I would appreciate any feedback — or news about use of one of these editions. Please email me
at SicutEsset@gmail.com

...as 1itmight have been
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Nunc Dimittis

The Third Service
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