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Sir Henry Rowley Bishop (1786-1855) was born in London, son of a watchmaker and
haberdasher. He left full-time education at age 13 to work as a music-publisher with his
cousin. He trained as a jockey and took lessons in harmony. Bishop worked for all the major
theatres of London in his era and was one of the original directors of the Philharmonic
Society. He was Professor of Music in the University of Edinburgh and at the University of
Oxford. He composed or arranged around 120 dramatic works, including 80 operas, light
operas, cantatas, and ballets. His opera “Clari,” with a libretto by the American John Howard
Payne, included the song Home! Sweet Home!, which became enormously popular. It was
popular in the United States throughout the American Civil War and after. His second wife,
singer Ann Riviére, sang in every continent and was the most widely travelled opera singer of
the 19th century. He had a plentiful income during his lifetime but died in poverty in London.



Bright Lady, sweet Mistress, your poor clients wait!

Hence, hence, ragged Varlets, away from the gate!
Alack, ’tis our hunger, not rudeness, that calls!

And hunger, ’tis fabled, will break through stone walls!
O Lady, with cries we beleaguer thy gates!

Stand back, or I’ll quarter my staff on your pates!
Hence, varlets, hence away!

Hence, varlets, admit us, we pray!
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10 Bright Lady, sweet Mistress
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Novello, Ewer and Co.

(ca. 1860)
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These editions are available as a service to the choral community, offering inexpensive access to public domain literature. Choir resources can purchase
other literature still under copyright, especially to support those creating and publishing new compositions and arrangements. These editions have been
created using public domain sources under U. S. copyright law. Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:

please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.

please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If performed, sending a copy of the concert program would be a valuable affirmation. If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate
professional courtesies and a copy of the recording would be greatly appreciated!
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