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Several years ago, my friend Charles Baker and I discussed each making settings of the mass using the
famous tune L'homme armé. This was a very popular tune used in many masses by many, many
composers from the early Renaissance. There are 40 known settings, and probably many more are lost or
still missing.

I have set my mass in English, using the English Episcopalian version from the Book of Common Prayer.
The Agnus Dei is only sometimes done in an Episcopalian service, so I have set it using a simple hymn-style.

I have not set the Credo here; it seems to have rarely been set in English. Thomas Tallis set it for his
Dorian Service, but I doubt it is often performed, unlike the rest of the service.



Kyrie

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

N.B. I decided against putting in slur marks as it made it difficult to read the notes.
The score became quite cluttered. The piece should be smooth and soft; all the harmonies
flowing into each other.
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Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, Heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you,

we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father,
Lord God, lamb of God,

you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayers.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

You alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

In the glory of God the Father.

Amen.
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Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Agnus Dei

O lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
O lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
O lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, give us your peace.
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