
Languir me fais by Claudin de Sermisy (1490-1562), with 

two arrangements by Jacobus Clemens non Papa (1510-

1555). 

This is sort of an arrangement in three sections of Sermisy’s famous chanson. 

The first section is the original four-part setting by Sermisy. The second is a 

three-part setting Clemens made for his Souterliedekens, here underlain with the 

lyrics of the second verse, requiring some rhythmic adaptations. The third is a 

six-part setting by Clemens in pervasive imitation style, repeating the lyrics of 

the first verse. It’s a real treat… 

The music was transposed up a tone. Transcriptions were made from CMM-

editions. 

Original clefs: Sermisy C1, C3, C3, F3; Clemens 3-part setting C1, C2, F3; 

Clemens 6-part setting C1, C1, C3, C4, F4, F4. 

The lyrics are by Clément Marot (1496-1544), a poet working at the French 

court. 

English translation: 

You make me languish without having offended you, 

you no longer write to me, you no longer enquire after me, 

but nonetheless, I do not want another lady; 

I would rather die than change my mind. 

 

I don't say that your love is erased, 

but I complain of the trouble I suffer, 

and, far from you, humbly ask you 

that, far from me, you are not angry with me. 

 

Bert Schreuder 
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