
Boy, pity me
William Byrd

Part 2 of Is Love a Boy? (see #075)

Cantus

Altus

Tenor

Bassus

Boy, pi ty- me that am a child a gain,- boy,

a l m j k k j j k k j j j j

Boy, pi ty- me that

a l l l l j k k j j

Boy, pi ty- me that am a child a gain,- that am a

aM
l j k k j j k k k k j j j j

Boy, pi ty- me that am a child a gain,- that am a

b
j k k j j k k j j j j m j k k

pi ty- me that am a child a gain,- blind

 4 

a k k j j k k j j i m j

am a child a gain,- blind be no more, my guide

a k k k k i m j j j j k k

child a gain,- blind be no more, my guide to make me

aM k j k j j j j j k k k k k k

child a gain,- blind be no

b k k j i l m j j j

be no more, blind be no

 6 

a j j i m j j j

to make me stray, my guide to make

a k k kz k‚ k k j m k k k k kz k‚

stray, to make me stray, blind be no more to

aM
j m n k kz k

‡
k k k k k k k k

more, my guide to make me stray, blind

b
j k k k k kz k

‡
k k j m n k



2

Cantus

Altus

Tenor

Bassus

more my guide to make me stray, to

 8 

a j k j k kz k‚ k k j m n k

me stray, to make me stray, to make me

a k k k k k k k kz k‚ k k k kz k‚ j k

make me stray, my guide to make me stray, to

aM
k kz k

‡ k j k k k k kz k‚ k k k k

be no more, my guide to

b k j k j m l k j k

make me stray man use thy might to force a-

 10 

a k kz k‚ k di l m e j k k j n k k d k

stray, man use thy might, man use thy might to force a way,-

a k k j k i j k k j j k k k k kz k‚ j

make me stray. man use thy might, man use thy might to

aM
jz k i j k k j j k k j m n k

make me stray. man use thy might to force a way- my

b kz k
‡
k k i j k k j m n k k k j j

way- my pain, to force a way- my

 13 

a j j j m n k k k j j

to force a way- my pain, to force a way-

a m n k k d k j j k k k k e j

force a way- my pain, to force a way-

aM
k k j j j m n k k k j

pain, to force a way- my pain,

b
j m n k k k j j j m



3

Cantus

Altus

Tenor

Bassus

pain, to force a way- my pain, God

 15 

a j k j k d k k k di m j

my pain, my pain,

a k j k k k j d k i l

my pain. God do me good,

aM
j k kz k

‡ k
‡ k

‡ j j j k k j

to force a way- my pain God do me

b n k k dk j j i
j k k

do me good, God do me good, and lead me to my

 17 

a k k j l m j k k j n k j j kz k
‡

God do me good, God do me good, do me good, and lead me to my

a j k k j j d k k k j k j n k j d j kz k‚

God do me good, God do me good, and lead me to my way,

aM
j j j j j k k j n k j j kz k

‡ j

good, God do me good, God do me good, and

b
j m j dk k j m j k k j m m n k

way, and lead me to my way, and lead me to my

 20 

a j m n k j j kz k
‡ j n k j k kz k‚ j d k

way, and lead me to my way, and lead me to my way, to my

a k k j j kz k
‡ j j d j j n

k j k kz k‚ k

and lead me to my way, and lead me to my way, to my

aM
n k j d j k k j n k j j jz k k k k k

lead me to my way, to my way, and lead me to my way, to my

b
j j kz k

‡ j k k j n k j k k kz k‡ d k k j
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Cantus

Altus

Tenor

Bassus

way:

 23 

a i i J l l l l

way: And if thou be'st a power to me un-

a i
m j J jz k jz k jz k jz k

way: and if thou be'st a power to me un-

aM
i j j J k k jz k j k k jz k k k

way: and if thou be'st a power to me un-

b
i j j J k f k jz k j k k jz d k k k

and if thou be'st a power to me un known,-

 26 

a j jz k j k k jz k j k k k k i

known,- and if thou be'st a power to me un-

a k k j j j k k k k jz k jz k j j

known,- and if thou be'st a power to me un-

aM
i m j jz k jz k jz k k d k j k

known,- to me un known,- power

b
jz k j j i l l m j

power of my life, let here thy grace be

 29 

a l m j j j i i j j jz k k k j

known,- un known,- power of my life, let here thy

a j j i
m j j j i l m j j j

known,- a power to me un known,- power of my life,

aM
j j j k k i jz k j j m j j j i

of my life, of my life, power of my life, let

b j j i j j i m j j j i m j



5

Cantus

Altus

Tenor

Bassus

shown, let

 33 

a j dj i l l l m j

grace be shown, be shown, let here thy

a j j i i i m j j j

let here thy grace be

aM
l m j j j jz k k k k i j

here thy grace be shown, let here thy grace be

b
j j jz k k k k j j j j j j j

here thy grace be shown, let here

 36 

a
j j jz k k k k i j j j i

grace be shown, thy grace be shown,

a jz k k k j j d j jz e k j j j j

shown, let here thy grace be shown, let here thy

aM
j j jz k j j i m j j j

shown, let here thy grace be

b i l l m j j j jz k

thy grace be shown. shown.

 39 

a i j i j
 1.

i i J  2.

i
y
i

let here thy grace be shown. And shown.

a j j j j jz k
 1.

i m j J  2.

i
y
i

grace be shown. And if shown.

aM
jz k k k‚ k‚ i j  1. i j j J  2.i yi

shown, let here thy grace be shown, And if shown.

b
j j j j j j  1. i j j J  2.i

y
i


