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Domine ante te occupys something of a middle ground between Byrd's 1575

and 1589/91 publications although it is probably not surprising that Byrd

never selected this piece for publication. The points of immitation are weaker

than many of Byrd's published works and often the fuga is feigned or

strained which makes the reconstruction task much more difficult that other

Byrd works.

Nevertheless, this piece does have interesting moments. The text phrase 'a te

non est abconditus' (...is not hid from thee) is 'hidden' in some voice parts

which can equally be seen as clever or a tad conceit. It is either way a clear

example of Byrd's famed use of word painting

See Joseph Kerman, Masses & Motets of William Byrd, 133-34).

Editorial Notes:

Source: Baldwin Partbooks (Och MS. 979-983); Tenor volume missing

Text: Editorial text appears in italics. Some source spellings have been

modernised.

Note Values: Original votes values have been retained.

Accidentals: Source accidentals appear in large print next to the note to

which they apply. Editorial accidentals appear in small print above the note

to which they apply. 

Recommended Performance Pitch: As written, although feel free to

tranpose at will.

Other notes: Tenor part has been editorially supplied.

Should you spot any errors, or would like a transposed version, please feel

free to get in contact at michael_winter1@outlook.com

Michael Winter

St Albans

Oct 2020
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